Croquet

Following victories in both the singles and doubles championships at Oxford last
summer, Farlingaye’s croquet team headed to Watford to defend their respective
crowns.

Play began with the 2016 doubles tournament. Liam Flin and Chay Hathway stormed
into an early lead in their semi-final clash against Albie Willet and Sam Parkinson,
only to be pegged back and eventually lost the game 10-7. In the other match of the
doubles format, Eden Rodgers and Ryan Gray triumphed over Wycombe Abbey
Boarding School to ensure an all-Farlingaye final.

In the grand final of the doubles competition, Eden and Ryan failed to secure back-
to-back titles, as Sam and Albie were triumphant by a score of 12-11. They would
later be presented the doubles trophy by the head of the National Croquet
Association.

In the first round of the singles tournament, Liam Flin fell to a 14-3 thumping against
a former Junior European squad member, while Chay Hathway edged past his
opponent 12-11.Eden Rodgers was unable to defend either of last year’s titles, after
he lost out a tightly contested affair to Albie who advanced along with Chay to the
semi-finals. Both Farlingaye individuals had tricky ties in the last four, with the
former paired up against the man who had already dispatched Ryan and Liam, while
Chay locked horns with another hot prospect who had annihilated Sam 14-0 in the
quarter final. Unfortunately neither could pave a path to the final and Farlingaye had
to settle for just the doubles crown this year.

It was an enjoyable day out yet again and it’s been impressive to see how far this
team has progressed, even without the noble stewardship of former teacher and
highly ranked croquet player Jarrod Coutts. Well done boys.

Liam Flin



